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Brian McCleary is Senior Commercial Officer (Commercial Counselor) at the U.S. Mission 
to Nigeria, resident in Lagos.  A career Foreign Service officer, he served as Deputy 

Senior Commercial Officer (Commercial Counselor) at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, 
Russia, in 2011, and as Senior Commercial Officer (Commercial Counselor) at the U.S. 

Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan, from 2011-2012, and at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, 
Iraq, from 2009 to 2011.  He was Regional Senior Commercial Officer (Commercial 
Counselor) at the U.S. Embassy in Helsinki, Finland, from 2006 to 2009, also directing 

trade promotion programs in Norway and Estonia.  Mr. McCleary was Senior Commercial 
Officer (Director of the U.S. Commercial Liaison Office) at the Inter-American 

Development Bank in Washington, D.C., from 2005 to 2006, following a tour as Senior 
Adviser for Trade Promotion at the National Association of Manufacturers from 2004 to 
2005.  He was Deputy Senior Commercial Officer (Commercial Counselor) at the U.S. 

Embassy in Rome, Italy, from 2000 to 2004, and Deputy Senior Commercial Officer 
(Commercial Attaché) at the U.S. Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from 1996 to 1999. 

 
Mr. McCleary was a Senior Adviser on the Resources, Plans, and Policy Staff of the U.S. 
Secretary of State from 1994 to 1996 and an Adviser on the Policy and Resources Staff 

of the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State from 1992 to 1994.  He was Deputy Director of the 
Office of Defense Trade Policy, Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs, U.S. Department of 

State, from 1991 to 1992.  Mr. McCleary worked as Executive Assistant to the Under 
Secretary for Export Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, from 1989 to 1991.  

He was Policy Coordination Officer in the Office of Security Assistance, Bureau of Politico-
Military Affairs, U.S. Department of State, from 1985 to 1989 and a U.S. Observer in 
Antarctica in 1985.  He also served at the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency in 

various capacities from 1977 to 1985.  Prior to Federal service, he taught English at the 
International Language Institute in Washington, D.C. 

 
Mr. McCleary has an M.A. degree in national security studies from Georgetown University 
and a B.A. degree in international affairs (economics) from George Washington 

University.  He was a group recipient of the U.S. Commercial Service Director General’s 
Award in 2008, the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Charles F. Meissner Memorial Award 

in 1999, and the U.S. Department of State’s Meritorious Honor Award in 1992.  He 
received the U.S. Department of State’s Meritorious Honor Award in 2011 and Superior 
Honor Award in 1990.  A former member of the U.S. Naval Reserve, his foreign 

languages are Spanish, French, Italian, and Russian.  Born in Washington, D.C., and a 
resident of Virginia, he is married to Tara McCleary.  The McClearys have three sons:  

Colin, Ian, and Patrick.    
 


